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THE ALDINE. 




BOB'S SAILOR SUIT. 

CHILDRE^ S BOOKS AND PICTURES. 

In the good old days when the " New England 

Primer" told how 

" In Adam's fall 
We sinned all." 

or still later, when some irreverent reviser insisted 
that the next couplet sliould be 

'^'In Abel's murder 
'3Ve sinned furder." 

children had really no distinctive literature. Bible 
Stories, the Primer, Pilgrim's Progress, or perchance 
a stray Robinson Crusoe — these constituted the little 
all, and the few pictures, rude and disproportioned, 
that illustrated the text with a technical accuracy 
that was as realistic as amusing, gave to the youthful 
reader ideas of art not especially elevating. This is 
not the place to discuss whether the children of those 




early days would not compare favorably with the 
young folk of to-day, or whether the maturer life was 
not fully as honorable and useful ; the moralist and 
social economist may settle these points among them- 
selves. But we recognize the fact that if the youth- 
ful mind was neglected then the deficiency is certainly 
made up now, and authors and artists vie with each 
other in entertaining and instructing the. eyes and 
minds of children. While it is only too true that 
scores of worse than worthless "Juveniles " are writ- 
ten, and published, and read, it is also true that many 
of the best writers of our country are devoting their 
talents to this department of literature; and, it is 
gratifying to see that artists of real merit, some of 
them in the front rank of their profession, delight to 
" illustrate " children's books. Among the authors 
of our best juvenile books the name of Sophie May, 
the author of the " Dotty Dimple Stories " and the 
" Little Prudy Stories," will instantly occur to our 
readers, and ■ among the artists whose pictures of 
child-life are remarkable in all the points that consti- 
tute correct and eflfective drawing, Miss L. B. Hum- 
phrey has few equals. In sprightliness, grouping, 
life-like attitude, and artistic grace, her sketches are 
worthy of high praise. The pictures on this page, 
with one exception taken from the very popular 
*' Kathie Stories," * are from her pencil, and show 
that her works can praise her more effectively than 
our pen. The picture " Throwing Kisses," is from 




THROWING KISSES. 



the "Model Sunday-School Speaker," published by 
Lee & Shepard, of Boston; an excellent little volume 
which, in the stereotyped form of expression, "meets 
a felt want ; " as if all wants were not " felt ! " Of 
Miss Douglas's " Kathie Stories," above mentioned, 
we will say, in passing, that they are attractive in all 
the points that make good juvenile literature, but 
our chief design in this brief article is to call atten- 
tion to a style and merit in child-life pictures so far 
above the average as to deserve special mention, 
Sophie May, Miss Douglas, and any other authors 
whose writings are illustrated by Miss Humphrey, 
are to be congratulated on having so fine an artist, 
and it is but fair to say that Miss Humphrey is fortu- 
nate in having authors who can furnish her with such 
excellent subjects. We believe that Messrs. Lee & 
Shepard have Miss H, in their exclusive employ. 
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KATHIE'S PURCHASES. 



Delightfulness • OF Children, — I am fond of 
children. I think them the poetry of the world, the 
fresh flowers of our hearths and homes; little con- 
jurers, with their "natural magic," evoking by their 
spells what delights and enriches all ranks, and 
equalizes the different classes of society. Often as 
they bring with them anxieties and cares, and live to 
occasion sorrow and grief, we should get on very 
badly without them. Only think, if there was never 




KATHIE AND GYPSEY, 

anything anywhere to be seen, but great grown-up 
men and women ! How we should long for the sight 
of a little child ! Every infant comes into the world 
like a delegated prophet, the harbinger and herald 
of good tidings, whose office it is "to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children," and to draw " the dis- 
obedient to the wisdom of the just." A child soft- 
ens and purifies the heart, warming and melting it 
by its gentle presence ; it enriches the soul by new 
feelings, and awakens within it what is favorable to 
virtue. It is a beam of light, a fountain of love, a 
teacher whose lessons few can resist. Infants recall 
us from much that engenders and encourages sel- 
fishness, that freezes the affections, roughens the 
manners, indurates the heart: they brighten the 
home, deepen love, invigorate exertion, infuse cour- 
age,* and vivify and sustain the charities of life. It 
would be a terrible world, I do think, if it was not 
embellished by little children ! — Binney. 



* "Kathie Stories," by Miss M. A. Douglas, author of "In Trust." 
Six volumes. Lee & Shepard, Boston. 




